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or unsuitable for adoption under this section 
shall be made by the commander of the last unit 
to which the animal is assigned before being de-
clared excess. The unit commander shall con-
sider the recommendations of the unit’s veteri-
narian in making the decision regarding the 
adoptability of the animal. 

(c) AUTHORIZED RECIPIENTS.—Military animals 
may be adopted under this section by law en-
forcement agencies, former handlers of these 
animals, and other persons capable of humanely 
caring for these animals. 

(d) CONSIDERATION.—The transfer of a military 
animal under this section may be without 
charge to the recipient. 

(e) LIMITATIONS ON LIABILITY FOR TRANS-
FERRED ANIMALS.—(1) Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, the United States shall 
not be subject to any suit, claim, demand or ac-
tion, liability, judgment, cost, or other fee aris-
ing out of any claim for personal injury or prop-
erty damage (including death, illness, or loss of 
or damage to property or other economic loss) 
that results from, or is in any manner predi-
cated upon, the act or omission of a former mili-
tary animal transferred under this section, in-
cluding any training provided to the animal 
while a military animal. 

(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, the United States shall not be liable for any 
veterinary expense associated with a military 
animal transferred under this section for a con-
dition of the military animal before transfer 
under this section, whether or not such condi-
tion is known at the time of transfer under this 
section. 

(f) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Secretary of Defense 
shall submit to Congress an annual report speci-
fying the number of military animals adopted 
under this section during the preceding year, 
the number of these animals currently awaiting 
adoption, and the number of these animals 
euthanized during the preceding year. With re-
spect to each euthanized military animal, the 
report shall contain an explanation of the rea-
sons why the animal was euthanized rather than 
retained for adoption under this section. 

(g) MILITARY ANIMAL DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘military animal’’ means the fol-
lowing: 

(1) A military working dog. 
(2) A horse owned by the Department of De-

fense. 

(Added Pub. L. 106–446, § 1(a), Nov. 6, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1932, § 2582; renumbered § 2583, Pub. L. 
107–107, div. A, title X, § 1048(a)(25), Dec. 28, 2001, 
115 Stat. 1224; amended Pub. L. 109–163, div. A, 
title V, § 599, Jan. 6, 2006, 119 Stat. 3284; Pub. L. 
109–364, div. A, title III, § 352(a), Oct. 17, 2006, 120 
Stat. 2160; Pub. L. 110–181, div. A, title X, 
§ 1063(a)(13), Jan. 28, 2008, 122 Stat. 322.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 110–181 substituted ‘‘ANI-
MALS’’ for ‘‘DOGS’’ in heading. 

2006—Pub. L. 109–364, § 352(a)(1), substituted ‘‘ani-
mals’’ for ‘‘working dogs’’ in section catchline. 

Pub. L. 109–163, § 599(d), struck out ‘‘at end of useful 
working life’’ after ‘‘adoption’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 109–364, § 352(a)(2)–(4), substituted 
‘‘animal’s’’ for ‘‘dog’s’’ in pars. (1) and (2) and ‘‘animal’’ 

for ‘‘dog’’ wherever appearing, and struck out ‘‘work-
ing’’ after ‘‘may make a military’’ in introductory pro-
visions and after ‘‘useful’’ in pars. (1) and (2). 

Pub. L. 109–163, § 599(a), (b), substituted ‘‘Secretary of 
the military department concerned may’’ for ‘‘Sec-
retary of Defense may’’, ‘‘such military department’’ 
for ‘‘the Department of Defense’’, and ‘‘, unless the dog 
has been determined to be unsuitable for adoption 
under subsection (b), under circumstances as follows:’’ 
and pars. (1) to (3) for ‘‘at the end of the dog’s useful 
working life or when the dog is otherwise excess to the 
needs of the Department, unless the dog has been deter-
mined to be unsuitable for adoption under subsection 
(b).’’ 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 109–364, § 352(a)(2), (3), (5), sub-
stituted ‘‘the adoptability of the animal’’ for ‘‘a dog’s 
adoptability’’ and ‘‘animal’’ for ‘‘dog’’ in two places 
and struck out ‘‘working’’ after ‘‘military’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 109–364, § 352(a)(2), (3), substituted 
‘‘animals’’ for ‘‘dogs’’ wherever appearing and struck 
out ‘‘working’’ after ‘‘Military’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 109–364, § 352(a)(2), (3), substituted 
‘‘animal’’ for ‘‘dog’’ and struck out ‘‘working’’ after 
‘‘military’’. 

2006—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 109–364, § 352(a)(3), sub-
stituted ‘‘animal’’ for ‘‘dog’’ wherever appearing in 
text. 

Pub. L. 109–364, § 352(a)(2), struck out ‘‘working’’ after 
‘‘military’’ wherever appearing. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 109–364, § 352(a)(2), (3), substituted 
‘‘animal’’ for ‘‘dog’’ in two places and ‘‘animals’’ for 
‘‘dogs’’ wherever appearing and struck out ‘‘working’’ 
after ‘‘military’’ in two places. 

Pub. L. 109–163, § 599(c), inserted ‘‘of Defense’’ after 
‘‘Secretary’’. 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 109–364, § 352(a)(6), added subsec. 
(g). 

2001—Pub. L. 107–107 renumbered section 2582 of this 
title as this section. 

CHAPTER 155—ACCEPTANCE OF GIFTS AND 
SERVICES 

Sec. 

2601. General gift funds. 
2601a. Direct acceptance of gifts by members of the 

armed forces and Department of Defense 
and Coast Guard employees and their fami-
lies. 

2602. American National Red Cross: cooperation 
and assistance. 

2603. Acceptance of fellowships, scholarships, or 
grants. 

2604. United Seamen’s Service: cooperation and as-
sistance. 

2605. Acceptance of gifts for defense dependents’ 
schools. 

2606. Scouting: cooperation and assistance in for-
eign areas. 

2607. Acceptance of gifts for the Defense Intel-
ligence College. 

2608. Acceptance of contributions for defense pro-
grams, projects, and activities; Defense Co-
operation Account. 

[2609. Repealed.] 
2610. Competitions for excellence: acceptance of 

monetary awards. 
2611. Regional centers for security studies: accept-

ance of gifts and donations. 
2612. National Defense University: acceptance of 

gifts. 
2613. Acceptance of frequent traveler miles, cred-

its, and tickets; use to facilitate rest and 
recuperation travel of deployed members 
and their families. 

2614. Emergency communications equipment: ac-
ceptance from local public safety agencies 
for temporary use related to disasters. 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Pub. L. 111–383, div. A, title V, § 591(b), Jan. 7, 
2011, 124 Stat. 4232, added item 2601a. 
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2006—Pub. L. 109–364, div. A, title X, § 1071(a)(19)(B), 
Oct. 17, 2006, 120 Stat. 2399, renumbered item 2613 
‘‘Emergency communications equipment: acceptance 
from local public safety agencies for temporary use re-
lated to disasters’’ as 2614. 

Pub. L. 109–163, div. A, title IX, § 903(a)(2), Jan. 6, 2006, 
119 Stat. 3399, substituted ‘‘Regional centers for secu-
rity studies’’ for ‘‘Asia-Pacific Center for Security 
Studies’’ in item 2611. 

2004—Pub. L. 108–375, div. A, title V, § 585(a)(2), title 
X, § 1051(b), Oct. 28, 2004, 118 Stat. 1931, 2054, added two 
items 2613. 

2003—Pub. L. 108–136, div. A, title IX, § 931(c), Nov. 24, 
2003, 117 Stat. 1581, struck out ‘‘foreign’’ before ‘‘gifts’’ 
in item 2611. 

2002—Pub. L. 107–314, div. A, title IX, § 931(b), Dec. 2, 
2002, 116 Stat. 2625, added item 2612. 

1999—Pub. L. 106–65, div. A, title IX, § 915(b), Oct. 5, 
1999, 113 Stat. 722, added item 2611. 

1996—Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title X, § 1074(a)(15), Sept. 
23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2659, struck out item 2609 ‘‘Theater 
Missile Defense: acceptance of contributions from al-
lies; Theater Missile Defense Cooperation Account’’. 

Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title III, § 377(b), Feb. 10, 1996, 
110 Stat. 284, added item 2610. 

1994—Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, title III, § 353(c)(2), Oct. 
5, 1994, 108 Stat. 2732, substituted ‘‘schools’’ for ‘‘edu-
cation system’’ in item 2605. 

1993—Pub. L. 103–160, div. A, title II, § 242(f)(2), title 
XI, § 1105(b)(3), Nov. 30, 1993, 107 Stat. 1605, 1750, inserted 
‘‘; Defense Cooperation Account’’ in item 2608 and 
added item 2609. 

1991—Pub. L. 102–190, div. A, title X, § 1061(a)(15), Dec. 
5, 1991, 105 Stat. 1473, struck out ‘‘and services’’ after 
‘‘contributions’’ in item 2608. 

1990—Pub. L. 101–403, title II, § 202(a)(2), Oct. 1, 1990, 
104 Stat. 874, added item 2608. 

1989—Pub. L. 101–193, title V, § 502(b), Nov. 30, 1989, 103 
Stat. 1708, added item 2607. 

1988—Pub. L. 100–456, div. A, title III, § 323(b), Sept. 29, 
1988, 102 Stat. 1953, added item 2606. 

1986—Pub. L. 99–661, div. A, title III, § 314(b), Nov. 14, 
1986, 100 Stat. 3854, added item 2605. 

1970—Pub. L. 91–603, § 3(2), Dec. 31, 1970, 84 Stat. 1675, 
added item 2604. 

1962—Pub. L. 87–555, § 1(2), July 27, 1962, 76 Stat. 244, 
added item 2603. 

REGULATIONS TO CLARIFY GIFT ACCEPTANCE POLICY 
FOR SERVICE MEMBERS AND THEIR FAMILIES 

Pub. L. 109–148, div. A, title VIII, § 8127, Dec. 30, 2005, 
119 Stat. 2730, provided that: 

‘‘(a) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary of Defense shall 
prescribe regulations to provide that, subject to such 
limitations as may be specified in such regulations, 
members of the Armed Forces described in subsection 
(c), and the family members of such a member, may ac-
cept gifts from non-profit organizations, private par-
ties, and other sources outside the Department of De-
fense, other than foreign governments and their agents. 
Such regulations shall apply uniformly to the Army, 
Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps, and, to the maxi-
mum extent feasible, to the Coast Guard, and shall 
apply uniformly to the active and reserve components. 

‘‘(b) AUTHORITY.—A member of the Armed Forces de-
scribed in subsection (c) may accept gifts as provided in 
the regulations authorized in subsection (a), notwith-
standing section 7353 of title 5, United States Code. 

‘‘(c) COVERED MEMBERS.—A member of the Armed 
Forces is described in this subsection in the case of a 
member who is on active duty and who on or after Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and while on active duty, incurred an 
injury or illness— 

‘‘(1) as described in section 1413a(e)(2) of title 10, 
United States Code; or 

‘‘(2) in an operation or area designated as a combat 
operation or a combat zone, respectively, by the Sec-
retary of Defense in accordance with the regulations 
prescribed under subsection (a). 
‘‘(d) DEADLINE FOR REGULATIONS.—Regulations under 

subsection (a) shall be prescribed not later than 90 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act [Dec. 30, 
2005]. 

‘‘(e) RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY OF REGULATIONS.— 
Regulations under subsection (a) shall, to the extent 
provided in such regulations, also apply to the accept-
ance of gifts during the period beginning on September 
11, 2001, and ending on the date on which such regula-
tions go into effect.’’ 

§ 2601. General gift funds 

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY TO ACCEPT GIFTS.— 
Subject to subsection (d)(2), the Secretary con-
cerned may accept, hold, administer, and spend 
any gift, devise, or bequest of real property, per-
sonal property, or money made on the condition 
that the gift, devise, or bequest be used for the 
benefit, or in connection with, the establish-
ment, operation, or maintenance, of a school, 
hospital, library, museum, cemetery, or other 
institution or organization under the jurisdic-
tion of the Secretary. 

(b) ADDITIONAL AUTHORITY TO ACCEPT GIFTS TO 
BENEFIT CERTAIN MEMBERS, DEPENDENTS, AND 
CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES.—(1) Subject to subsection 
(d)(2), the Secretary concerned may accept, 
hold, administer, and spend any gift, devise, or 
bequest of real property, personal property, 
money, or services made on the condition that 
the gift, devise, or bequest be used for the bene-
fit of— 

(A) members of the armed forces, including 
members performing full-time National Guard 
duty under section 502(f) of title 32, who incur 
a wound, injury, or illness while in the line of 
duty; 

(B) civilian employees of the Department of 
Defense who incur a wound, injury, or illness 
while in the line of duty; 

(C) dependents of such members or employ-
ees; and 

(D) survivors of such members or employees 
who are killed. 

(2) The Secretary concerned may not accept a 
gift of services from a foreign government or 
international organization under this sub-
section. A gift of real property, personal prop-
erty, or money from a foreign government or 
international organization may be accepted 
under this subsection only if the gift is not des-
ignated for a specific individual. 

(3) The Secretary of Defense shall prescribe 
regulations specifying the conditions that may 
be attached to a gift, devise, or bequest accepted 
under this subsection. 

(c) GIFT FUNDS.—Gifts and bequests of money, 
and the proceeds of the sale of property, re-
ceived under subsection (a) or (b) shall be depos-
ited in the Treasury in the following accounts: 

(1) The Department of the Army General 
Gift Fund, in the case of deposits made by the 
Secretary of the Army. 

(2) The Department of the Navy General Gift 
Fund, in the case of deposits made by the Sec-
retary of the Navy. 

(3) The Department of the Air Force General 
Gift Fund, in the case of deposits made by the 
Secretary of the Air Force. 

(4) The Coast Guard General Gift Fund, in 
the case of deposits made by the Secretary of 
Homeland Security. 

(5) The Department of Defense General Gift 
Fund, in the case of deposits made by the Sec-
retary of Defense. 
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(d) USE OF GIFTS; PROHIBITIONS.—(1) Except as 
provided in paragraph (2), property and money 
accepted under subsection (a) or (b) may be used 
by the Secretary concerned, and services accept-
ed under subsection (b) may be performed, with-
out further specific authorization in law. 

(2) Property and money may not be accepted 
under subsection (a) and property, money, and 
services may not be accepted under subsection 
(b)— 

(A) if the use of the property or money or 
the performance of the services in connection 
with any program, project, or activity would 
result in the violation of any prohibition or 
limitation otherwise applicable to such pro-
gram, project, or activity; 

(B) if the conditions attached to the prop-
erty, money, or services are inconsistent with 
applicable law or regulations; 

(C) if the Secretary concerned determines 
that the use of the property or money or the 
performance of the services would reflect unfa-
vorably on the ability of the Department of 
Defense or the Coast Guard, any employee of 
the Department or Coast Guard, or any mem-
ber of the armed forces to carry out any re-
sponsibility or duty in a fair and objective 
manner; or 

(D) if the Secretary concerned determines 
that the use of the property or money or the 
performance of the services would compromise 
the integrity or appearance of integrity of any 
program of the Department of Defense or 
Coast Guard, or any individual involved in 
such a program. 

(3) The Secretary concerned may disburse 
funds deposited in a gift fund referred to in sub-
section (c) for the purposes specified in sub-
sections (a) and (b), subject to the terms of the 
gift, devise, or bequest. 

(e) PAYMENT OF EXPENSES.—The Secretary 
concerned may pay all necessary expenses in 
connection with the conveyance or transfer of a 
gift, devise, or bequest accepted under this sec-
tion. 

(f) TREATMENT OF GIFTS.—For the purposes of 
Federal income, estate, and gift taxes, any prop-
erty or money accepted under subsection (a) and 
any property, money, or services accepted under 
subsection (b) shall be considered as a gift, de-
vise, or bequest to or for the use of the United 
States. 

(g) MANAGEMENT OF FUNDS.—In the case of 
each gift fund referred to in subsection (c), the 
Secretary of the Treasury, upon the request of 
the Secretary concerned, may retain money, se-
curities, and the proceeds of the sale of securi-
ties in the gift fund and may invest money and 
reinvest the proceeds of the sale of securities in 
the gift fund in securities of the United States 
or in securities guaranteed as to principal and 
interest by the United States. The interest and 
profits accruing from those securities shall be 
deposited to the credit of the gift fund and may 
be disbursed as provided in subsection (d). 

(h) COMPTROLLER GENERAL REVIEW.—The 
Comptroller General shall make periodic audits 
of gifts, devises, and bequests accepted under 
subsection (a) or (b) at such intervals as the 
Comptroller General determines to be war-
ranted. The Comptroller General shall submit to 

Congress a report on the results of each such 
audit. 

(i) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘Secretary concerned’’ includes 

the Secretary of Defense. 
(2) The term ‘‘services’’ includes activities 

that benefit the morale, welfare, or recreation 
of members of the armed forces and their de-
pendents or are related or incidental to the 
conveyance of a gift, devise, or bequest of real 
property or personal property under sub-
section (a) or (b). 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 144; Pub. L. 
96–513, title V, § 511(86), Dec. 12, 1980, 94 Stat. 
2927; Pub. L. 107–296, title XVII, § 1704(b)(1), Nov. 
25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2314; Pub. L. 109–163, div. A, 
title III, § 374, Jan. 6, 2006, 119 Stat. 3211; Pub. L. 
110–181, div. A, title V, § 593(a), Jan. 28, 2008, 122 
Stat. 138.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

2601(a) .....
2601(b) .....

5:150q. 
5:150r. 

Mar. 11, 1948, ch. 107, 62 
Stat. 71. 

2601(c) ..... 5:150s. 
2601(d) ..... 5:150t. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘receive’’ and ‘‘adminis-
tration’’ are omitted as surplusage. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘and conditions’’ and 
‘‘United States’’ are omitted as surplusage. 

In subsection (c), the words ‘‘any gift, devise, or be-
quest of’’ and ‘‘real or personal’’ are omitted as sur-
plusage. 

In subsection (d), the words ‘‘or any part thereof de-
posited in the Treasury pursuant to section 150r of this 
title’’ are omitted as surplusage. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 110–181 struck out par. (4) 
which read as follows: ‘‘The authority to accept gifts, 
devises, or bequests under this subsection expires on 
December 31, 2007.’’ 

2006—Pub. L. 109–163 reenacted section catchline 
without change and amended text generally. Prior to 
amendment, section consisted of subsecs. (a) to (d) re-
lating to general gift funds. 

2002—Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 107–296 substituted ‘‘Sec-
retary of Homeland Security’’ for ‘‘Secretary of Trans-
portation’’. 

1980—Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 96–513 substituted ‘‘Sec-
retary of Transportation’’ for ‘‘Secretary of the Treas-
ury’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 107–296 effective on the date of 
transfer of the Coast Guard to the Department of 
Homeland Security, see section 1704(g) of Pub. L. 
107–296, set out as a note under section 101 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 96–513 effective Dec. 12, 1980, 
see section 701(b)(3) of Pub. L. 96–513, set out as a note 
under section 101 of this title. 

LIMITATION ON SOLICITATION OF GIFTS 

Pub. L. 110–181, div. A, title V, § 593(b), Jan. 28, 2008, 
122 Stat. 138, provided that: ‘‘The Secretary of Defense 
shall prescribe regulations implementing sections 2601 
and 2608 of title 10, United States Code, that prohibit 
the solicitation of any gift under such sections by any 
employee of the Department of Defense if the nature or 
circumstances of such solicitation would compromise 
the integrity or the appearance of integrity of any pro-
gram of the Department of Defense or of any individual 
involved in such program.’’ 
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§ 2601a. Direct acceptance of gifts by members of 
the armed forces and Department of Defense 
and Coast Guard employees and their fami-
lies 

(a) REGULATIONS GOVERNING ACCEPTANCE OF 
GIFTS.—(1) The Secretary of Defense (and the 
Secretary of Homeland Security in the case of 
the Coast Guard) shall issue regulations to pro-
vide that, subject to such limitations as may be 
specified in such regulations, the following indi-
viduals may accept gifts from nonprofit organi-
zations, private parties, and other sources out-
side the Department of Defense or the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security: 

(A) A member of the armed forces described 
in subsection (b). 

(B) A civilian employee of the Department of 
Defense or Coast Guard described in sub-
section (c). 

(C) The family members of such a member or 
employee. 

(D) Survivors of such a member or employee 
who is killed. 

(2) The regulations required by this subsection 
shall— 

(A) apply uniformly to all elements of the 
Department of Defense and, to the maximum 
extent feasible, to the Coast Guard; and 

(B) require review and approval by a des-
ignated agency ethics official before accept-
ance of a gift to ensure that acceptance of the 
gift complies with the Joint Ethics Regula-
tion. 

(b) COVERED MEMBERS.—This section applies 
to a member of the armed forces who, while per-
forming active duty, full-time National Guard 
duty, or inactive-duty training on or after Sep-
tember 11, 2001, incurred an injury or illness— 

(1) as described in section 1413a(e)(2) of this 
title; or 

(2) under other circumstances determined by 
the Secretary concerned to warrant treatment 
analogous to members covered by paragraph 
(1). 

(c) COVERED EMPLOYEES.—This section applies 
to a civilian employee of the Department of De-
fense or Coast Guard who, while an employee on 
or after September 11, 2001, incurred an injury or 
illness under a circumstance described in para-
graph (1) or (2) of subsection (c). 

(d) GIFTS FROM CERTAIN SOURCES PROHIB-
ITED.—The regulations issued under subsection 
(a) may not authorize the acceptance of a gift 
from a foreign government or international or-
ganization or their agents. 

(Added Pub. L. 111–383, div. A, title V, § 591(a), 
Jan. 7, 2011, 124 Stat. 4231.) 

§ 2602. American National Red Cross: coopera-
tion and assistance 

(a) Whenever the President finds it necessary, 
he may accept the cooperation and assistance of 
the American National Red Cross, and employ it 
under the armed forces under regulations to be 
prescribed by the Secretary of Defense. 

(b) Personnel of the American National Red 
Cross who are performing duties in connection 
with its cooperation and assistance under sub-
section (a) may be furnished— 

(1) transportation, at the expense of the 
United States, while traveling to and from, 
and while performing, those duties, in the 
same manner as civilian employees of the 
armed forces; 

(2) meals and quarters, at their expense or at 
the expense of the American National Red 
Cross, except that where civilian employees of 
the armed forces are quartered without 
charge, employees of the American National 
Red Cross may also be quartered without 
charge; and 

(3) available office space, warehousing, 
wharfage, and means of communication, with-
out charge. 

(c) No fee may be charged for a passport issued 
to an employee of the American National Red 
Cross for travel outside the United States to as-
sume or perform duties under this section. 

(d) Supplies of the American National Red 
Cross, including gifts for the use of the armed 
forces, may be transported at the expense of the 
United States, if it is determined under regula-
tions prescribed under subsection (a) that they 
are necessary to the cooperation and assistance 
accepted under this section. 

(e) For the purposes of this section, employees 
of the American National Red Cross may not be 
considered as employees of the United States. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 145.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

2602(a) .....
2602(b) .....
2602(c) .....

36:17. 
36:17a (less provisos). 
36:17a (1st proviso). 

July 17, 1953, ch. 222, §§ 1, 
2, 7, 67 Stat. 178, 179. 

2602(d) ..... 36:17a (last proviso). 
2602(e) ..... 36:17b. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘finds it necessary’’ are 
substituted for the words ‘‘shall find the * * * to be 
necessary’’. The words ‘‘cooperation and assistance’’ 
are substituted for the words ‘‘cooperation and use 
* * * assistance * * * the same’’. The words ‘‘under reg-
ulations to be prescribed by the Secretary of Defense’’ 
are substituted for 36:17 (last sentence). The words 
‘‘tendered by the said Red Cross’’ are omitted as sur-
plusage. 

In subsection (b), the introductory clause is sub-
stituted for 36:17a (1st 33 words). In clause (1), the word 
‘‘expense’’ is substituted for the words ‘‘cost and 
charge’’. The words ‘‘traveling to and from, and while 
performing, those duties’’ are substituted for the words 
‘‘proceeding to their place of duty, while serving 
thereat, and while returning therefrom’’. In clause (2), 
the words ‘‘at their expense or at the expense of’’ are 
substituted for the words ‘‘providing the cost thereof is 
borne by such personnel or by’’. The words ‘‘quartered 
without charge’’ are substituted for the words ‘‘fur-
nished quarters on the same basis without cost’’. In 
clause (3), the words ‘‘when such facilities are’’ are 
omitted as surplusage. 

In subsection (c), the words ‘‘for travel outside the 
United States to assume or perform’’ are substituted 
for the words ‘‘so serving or proceeding abroad to enter 
upon such service’’. 

In subsection (d), the word ‘‘equipment’’ is omitted as 
covered by the word ‘‘supplies’’. The words ‘‘gifts for 
the use of’’ are substituted for the words ‘‘Red Cross 
supplies that may be tendered as a gift and accepted for 
use by’’. The word ‘‘expense’’ is substituted for the 
words ‘‘cost and charge’’. The words ‘‘rules and’’ are 
omitted as surplusage. 
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In subsection (e), the words ‘‘Federal Government of’’ 
are omitted as surplusage. 

REPORT ON ASSISTANCE TO RED CROSS FOR EMERGENCY 
COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES FOR MEMBERS OF ARMED 
FORCES AND FAMILIES 

Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, title III, § 383(b), Oct. 5, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2740, provided that, not later than Nov. 30 in 
each of 1994, 1995, and 1996, the Secretary of Defense was 
to submit to Congress a report on whether it was nec-
essary for the Department of Defense to support the 
emergency communications services of the American 
National Red Cross in order to provide such services for 
members of the Armed Forces and their families. 

§ 2603. Acceptance of fellowships, scholarships, 
or grants 

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, a fellowship, scholarship, or grant may, 
under regulations to be prescribed by the Presi-
dent or his designee, be made by a corporation, 
fund, foundation, or educational institution that 
is organized and operated primarily for sci-
entific, literary, or educational purposes to any 
member of the armed forces, and the benefits 
thereof may be accepted by him— 

(1) in recognition of outstanding perform-
ance in his field; 

(2) to undertake a project that may be of 
value to the United States; or 

(3) for development of his recognized poten-
tial for future career service. 

However, the benefits of such a fellowship, 
scholarship, or grant may be accepted by the 
member in addition to his pay and allowances 
only to the extent that those benefits would be 
conferred upon him if the education or training 
contemplated by that fellowship, scholarship, or 
grant were provided at the expense of the United 
States. In addition, if such a benefit, in cash or 
in kind, is for travel, subsistence, or other ex-
penses, an appropriate reduction shall be made 
from any payment that is made for the same 
purpose to the member by the United States in-
cident to his acceptance of the fellowship, schol-
arship, or grant. 

(b) Each member of the armed forces who ac-
cepts a fellowship, scholarship, or grant in ac-
cordance with subsection (a) shall, before he is 
permitted to undertake the education or train-
ing contemplated by that fellowship, scholar-
ship, or grant, agree in writing that, after he 
completes the education or training, he will 
serve on active duty for a period at least three 
times the length of the period of the education 
or training. 

(Added Pub. L. 87–555, § 1(1), July 27, 1962, 76 
Stat. 244; amended Pub. L. 111–383, div. A, title 
X, § 1075(b)(39), Jan. 7, 2011, 124 Stat. 4371.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Pub. L. 111–383 substituted ‘‘armed forces’’ for 
‘‘Armed Forces’’ in two places. 

EX. ORD. NO. 11079. REGULATIONS FOR ACCEPTANCE OF 
FELLOWSHIPS, SCHOLARSHIPS, OR GRANTS 

Ex. Ord. No. 11079, Jan. 25, 1963, 28 F.R. 819, as amend-
ed by Ex. Ord. No. 11382, Nov. 28, 1967, 32 F.R. 16247; Ex. 
Ord. No. 12608, Sept. 9, 1987, 52 F.R. 34617; Ex. Ord. No. 
13286, § 69, Feb. 28, 2003, 68 F.R. 10630, provided: 

By virtue of the authority vested in me by section 
2603 of Title 10, United States Code [this section], I 

hereby designate the Secretary of Defense, with respect 
to members of the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine 
Corps, the Secretary of Homeland Security, with re-
spect to members of the Coast Guard when it is not op-
erating as a service in the Navy, and the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, with respect to commis-
sioned officers of the Public Health Service, to pre-
scribe regulations under which members of the Armed 
Forces and commissioned officers of the Public Health 
Service may accept fellowships, scholarships, or grants 
from corporations, funds, foundations, or educational 
institutions organized and operated primarily for sci-
entific, literary, or educational purposes. To the extent 
practicable, such regulations shall be uniform. 

§ 2604. United Seamen’s Service: cooperation and 
assistance 

(a) Whenever the President finds it necessary 
in the interest of United States commitments 
abroad to provide facilities and services for 
United States merchant seamen in foreign 
areas, he may authorize the Secretary of De-
fense, under such regulations as the Secretary 
may prescribe, to cooperate with and assist the 
United Seamen’s Service in establishing and 
providing those facilities and services. 

(b) Personnel of the United Seamen’s Service 
who are performing duties in connection with 
the cooperation and assistance under subsection 
(a) may be furnished— 

(1) transportation, at the expense of the 
United States, while traveling to and from, 
and while performing those duties, in the same 
manner as civilian employees of the armed 
forces; 

(2) meals and quarters, at their expense or at 
the expense of the United Seamen’s Service, 
except that where civilian employees of the 
armed forces are quartered without charge, 
employees of the United Seamen’s Service 
may also be quartered without charge; and 

(3) available office space (including space for 
recreational activities for seamen), ware-
housing, wharfage, and means of communica-
tion, without charge. 

(c) No fee may be charged for a passport issued 
to an employee of the United Seamen’s Service 
for travel outside the United States to assume 
or perform duties under this section. 

(d) Supplies of the United Seamen’s Service, 
including gifts for the use of merchant seamen, 
may be transported at the expense of the United 
States, if it is determined under regulations pre-
scribed under subsection (a) that they are nec-
essary to the cooperation and assistance pro-
vided under this section. 

(e) Where practicable, the President shall also 
make arrangements to provide for convertibility 
of local currencies for the United Seamen’s 
Service, in connection with its activities under 
subsection (a). 

(f) For the purposes of this section, employees 
of the United Seamen’s Service may not be con-
sidered as employees of the United States. 

(Added Pub. L. 91–603, § 3(1), Dec. 31, 1970, 84 Stat. 
1674.) 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 91–603 provided: ‘‘That this Act 
[enacting this section, amending sections 1151, 1152, 
1171, and 1223 of Title 46, Appendix, Shipping, and en-
acting provisions set out as a note under this section] 
may be cited as the ‘Seamen’s Service Act’.’’ 
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CONGRESSIONAL DECLARATION OF PURPOSE 

Section 2 of Pub. L. 91–603 provided that: ‘‘It is the 
purpose of this Act [enacting this section and amending 
sections 1151, 1152, 1171 and 1223 of Title 46, Appendix, 
Shipping], by authorizing appropriate departments and 
agencies of the United States Government to cooperate 
with the United Seamen’s Service (a nonprofit, chari-
table organization incorporated under the laws of the 
State of New York) in the establishment and operation 
of facilities for United States merchant seamen in for-
eign areas, to promote the welfare of such seamen, es-
sential to the overall interests of shipment of United 
States goods and supplies to such areas.’’ 

§ 2605. Acceptance of gifts for defense depend-
ents’ schools 

(a) The Secretary of Defense may accept, hold, 
administer, and spend any gift (including any 
gift of an interest in real property) made on the 
condition that it be used in connection with the 
operation or administration of a defense depend-
ents’ school. The Secretary may pay all nec-
essary expenses in connection with the accept-
ance of a gift under this subsection. 

(b) There is established in the Treasury a fund 
to be known as the ‘‘Department of Defense De-
pendents’ Education Gift Fund’’. Gifts of money, 
and the proceeds of the sale of property, re-
ceived under subsection (a) shall be deposited in 
the fund. The Secretary may disburse funds de-
posited under this subsection for the benefit or 
use of defense dependents’ schools, subject to 
the terms of the gift. 

(c) Subsection (c) of section 2601 of this title 
applies to property that is accepted under sub-
section (a) in the same manner that such sub-
section applies to property that is accepted 
under subsection (a) of that section. 

(d)(1) Upon request of the Secretary of De-
fense, the Secretary of the Treasury may— 

(A) retain money, securities, and the pro-
ceeds of the sale of securities, in the Depart-
ment of Defense Dependents’ Education Gift 
Fund; and 

(B) invest money and reinvest the proceeds 
of the sale of securities in that fund in securi-
ties of the United States or in securities guar-
anteed as to principal and interest by the 
United States. 

(2) The interest and profits accruing from 
those securities shall be deposited to the credit 
of the fund and may be disbursed as provided in 
subsection (b). 

(e) In this section, the term ‘‘gift’’ includes a 
devise of real property or a bequest of personal 
property. 

(f) The Secretary of Defense shall prescribe 
regulations to carry out this section. 

(g) In this section, the term ‘‘defense depend-
ents’ school’’ means the following: 

(1) A school established as part of the de-
fense dependents’ education system provided 
for under the Defense Dependents’ Education 
Act of 1978 (20 U.S.C. 921 et seq.). 

(2) An elementary or secondary school estab-
lished pursuant to section 2164 of this title. 

(Added Pub. L. 99–661, div. A, title III, § 314(a), 
Nov. 14, 1986, 100 Stat. 3853; amended Pub. L. 
103–337, div. A, title III, § 353(a)–(c)(1), Oct. 5, 
1994, 108 Stat. 2731.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Defense Dependents’ Education Act of 1978, re-
ferred to in subsec. (g)(1), is title XIV of Pub. L. 95–561, 
Nov. 1, 1978, 92 Stat. 2365, as amended, which is classi-
fied principally to chapter 25A (§ 921 et seq.) of Title 20, 
Education. For complete classification of this Act to 
the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 921 
of Title 20 and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–337, § 353(c)(1), substituted ‘‘schools’’ 
for ‘‘education system’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–337, § 353(a)(1), substituted ‘‘a 
defense dependents’ school’’ for ‘‘the defense depend-
ents’ education system provided for under the Defense 
Dependents’ Education Act of 1978 (20 U.S.C. 921 et 
seq.)’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103–337, § 353(a)(2), substituted 
‘‘defense dependents’ schools’’ for ‘‘the defense depend-
ent’s education system’’. 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 103–337, § 353(b), added subsec. (g). 

§ 2606. Scouting: cooperation and assistance in 
foreign areas 

(a) Subject to subsection (b), the Secretary 
concerned may cooperate with and assist quali-
fied scouting organizations in establishing and 
providing facilities and services for members of 
the armed forces and their dependents, and civil-
ian employees of the Department of Defense and 
their dependents, at locations outside the 
United States. 

(b) Cooperation and assistance under sub-
section (a) shall be provided under regulations 
prescribed by the Secretary of Defense and may 
be provided only if the President determines 
that such cooperation and assistance is nec-
essary in the interest of the morale, welfare, and 
recreation of members of the armed forces. 

(c) Personnel of a qualified scouting organiza-
tion, including officials certified by that organi-
zation as representing that organization, who 
are performing duties in connection with co-
operation and assistance provided under sub-
section (a) may be furnished— 

(1) transportation at the expense of the 
United States while traveling to and from, and 
while performing, such duties in the same 
manner as civilian employees of the United 
States; and 

(2) available office space (including space for 
recreational activities for Boy Scouts and Girl 
Scouts), warehousing, utilities, and a means of 
communication, without charge. 

(d) Supplies of a qualified scouting organiza-
tion may be transported at the expense of the 
United States if the Secretary concerned deter-
mines, under regulations prescribed under sub-
section (b), that the supplies are necessary to 
the cooperation and assistance provided under 
this section. 

(e) The Secretary concerned may reimburse a 
qualified scouting organization for all or part of 
the pay of an employee of that organization for 
any period during which the employee was per-
forming services under subsection (a). Any such 
reimbursement may not be made from appro-
priated funds and shall be made under regula-
tions prescribed under subsection (b). 

(f) For the purposes of this section, employees 
of a qualified scouting organization performing 
services under subsection (a) may not be consid-
ered to be employees of the United States. 
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(g) In this section, the term ‘‘qualified scout-
ing organization’’ means the Girl Scouts of the 
United States of America and the Boy Scouts of 
America. 

(Added Pub. L. 100–456, div. A, title III, § 323(a), 
Sept. 29, 1988, 102 Stat. 1953.) 

EX. ORD. NO. 12715. DETERMINATION FOR SUPPORT OF 
SCOUTING ACTIVITIES OVERSEAS 

Ex. Ord. No. 12715, May 3, 1990, 55 F.R. 19051, provided: 
By the authority vested in me as President by the 

Constitution and laws of the United States of America, 
and pursuant to section 2606(b) of title 10, United States 
Code, with regard to support of scouting activities 
overseas, I hereby determine that the cooperation and 
assistance authorized by section 2606(a) of that title is 
necessary in the interest of the morale, welfare, and 
recreation of members of the armed forces. The Sec-
retary of Defense, or his designee, shall issue regula-
tions concerning such cooperation and support. 

GEORGE BUSH. 

§ 2607. Acceptance of gifts for the Defense Intel-
ligence College 

(a) The Secretary of Defense may accept, hold, 
administer, and use any gift (including any gift 
of an interest in real property) made for the pur-
pose of aiding and facilitating the work of the 
Defense Intelligence College and may pay all 
necessary expenses in connection with the ac-
ceptance of such a gift. 

(b) Money, and proceeds from the sale of prop-
erty, received as a gift under subsection (a) shall 
be deposited in the Treasury and shall be avail-
able for disbursement upon the order of the Sec-
retary of Defense to the extent provided in an-
nual appropriation Acts. 

(c) Subsection (c) of section 2601 of this title 
applies to property that is accepted under sub-
section (a) in the same manner that such sub-
section applies to property that is accepted 
under subsection (a) of that section. 

(d) In this section, the term ‘‘gift’’ includes a 
bequest of personal property or a devise of real 
property. 

(Added Pub. L. 101–193, title V, § 502(a), Nov. 30, 
1989, 103 Stat. 1708.) 

§ 2608. Acceptance of contributions for defense 
programs, projects, and activities; Defense 
Cooperation Account 

(a) ACCEPTANCE AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of 
Defense may accept from any person, foreign 
government, or international organization any 
contribution of money or real or personal prop-
erty made by such person, foreign government, 
or international organization for use by the De-
partment of Defense and may accept from any 
foreign government or international organiza-
tion any contribution of services made by such 
foreign government or international organiza-
tion for use by the Department of Defense. 

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF DEFENSE COOPERATION 
ACCOUNT.—(1) There is established in the Treas-
ury of the United States a special account to be 
known as the ‘‘Defense Cooperation Account’’. 

(2) Contributions of money and proceeds from 
the sale of any property accepted by the Sec-
retary of Defense under subsection (a) shall be 
credited to the Defense Cooperation Account. 

(c) USE OF THE DEFENSE COOPERATION AC-
COUNT.—(1) Funds in the Defense Cooperation 

Account may be appropriated for a function de-
scribed in section 114 of this title only to the ex-
tent that the appropriation of such funds for 
such purpose is authorized in accordance with 
that section. 

(2) Funds in the Defense Cooperation Account 
shall not be made available for obligation or ex-
penditure except to the extent and in the man-
ner provided in subsequent appropriations Acts. 

(d) USE OF PROPERTY.—Any contribution of 
property received under this section may be— 

(1) retained and used by the Department of 
Defense in the form in which it was donated; 

(2) sold or otherwise disposed of upon such 
terms and conditions and in accordance with 
such procedures as the Secretary determines 
appropriate; or 

(3) converted into a form usable by the De-
partment of Defense. 

(e) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—(1) Not later 
than 30 days after the end of each quarter of 
each fiscal year, the Secretary of Defense shall 
submit to Congress a report on contributions of 
property accepted by the Secretary under this 
section during the preceding quarter. The Sec-
retary shall include in each such report a de-
scription of all property having a value of more 
than $1,000,000. 

(2) In computing the value of any property re-
ferred to in paragraph (1), the Secretary shall 
aggregate the value of— 

(A) similar items of property accepted by 
the Secretary during the quarter concerned; 
and 

(B) components which, if assembled, would 
comprise all or a substantial part of an item of 
equipment or a facility. 

(f) AUTHORITY TO USE PROPERTY.—Property ac-
cepted under subsection (a) may be used by the 
Secretary of Defense without specific authoriza-
tion, except that such property may not be used 
in connection with any program, project, or ac-
tivity if the use of such property would result in 
the violation of any prohibition or limitation 
otherwise applicable to such program, project, 
or activity. 

(g) INVESTMENT OF MONEY.—(1) Upon request 
by the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of 
the Treasury may invest money in the Defense 
Cooperation Account in securities of the United 
States or in securities guaranteed as to prin-
cipal and interest by the United States. 

(2) Any interest or other income that accrues 
from investment in securities referred to in 
paragraph (1) shall be deposited to the credit of 
the Defense Cooperation Account. 

(h) NOTIFICATION OF CONDITIONS.—The Sec-
retary of Defense shall notify Congress of any 
condition imposed by the donor on the use of 
any contribution accepted by the Secretary 
under the authority of this section. 

(i) PERIODIC AUDITS BY GAO.—The Comptroller 
General of the United States shall make peri-
odic audits of money and property accepted 
under this section, at such intervals as the 
Comptroller General determines to be war-
ranted. The Comptroller General shall submit to 
Congress a report on the results of each such 
audit. 

(j) ITEMS INCLUDED AS CONTRIBUTIONS.—In this 
section, the term ‘‘contribution’’ includes a de-



Page 1548 TITLE 10—ARMED FORCES [§ 2609 

vise of real property or a bequest of personal 
property. 

(k) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary of Defense 
shall prescribe regulations to carry out this sec-
tion. 

(Added Pub. L. 101–403, title II, § 202(a)(1), Oct. 1, 
1990, 104 Stat. 872; amended Pub. L. 102–190, div. 
A, title X, § 1061(a)(16), Dec. 5, 1991, 105 Stat. 1473; 
Pub. L. 103–160, div. A, title XI, § 1105(b)(1), (2), 
Nov. 30, 1993, 107 Stat. 1750; Pub. L. 104–201, div. 
A, title X, § 1063, Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2652.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104–201 inserted before pe-
riod at end ‘‘and may accept from any foreign govern-
ment or international organization any contribution of 
services made by such foreign government or inter-
national organization for use by the Department of De-
fense’’. 

1993—Pub. L. 103–160, § 1105(b)(2), inserted ‘‘; Defense 
Cooperation Account’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 103–160, § 1105(b)(1), substituted 
‘‘Periodic Audits’’ for ‘‘Annual Audit’’ in heading and 
amended text generally. Prior to amendment, text read 
as follows: ‘‘The Comptroller General of the United 
States shall conduct an annual audit of money and 
property accepted by the Secretary of Defense under 
this section and shall submit a copy of the results of 
each such audit to Congress.’’ 

1991—Subsec. (g)(1). Pub. L. 102–190 inserted ‘‘(1)’’ be-
fore ‘‘Upon request’’. 

[§ 2609. Repealed. Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title II, 
§ 253(9), Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 235] 

Section, added Pub. L. 103–160, div. A, title II, 
§ 242(f)(1), Nov. 30, 1993, 107 Stat. 1605, related to accept-
ance of contributions from allies for Theater Missile 
Defense programs and establishment and use of Theater 
Missile Defense Cooperation Account. 

§ 2610. Competitions for excellence: acceptance 
of monetary awards 

(a) ACCEPTANCE AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary 
of Defense may accept a monetary award given 
to the Department of Defense by a nongovern-
mental entity as a result of the participation of 
the Department in a competition carried out to 
recognize excellence or innovation in providing 
services or administering programs. 

(b) DISPOSITION OF AWARDS.—A monetary 
award accepted under subsection (a) shall be 
credited to one or more nonappropriated fund 
accounts supporting morale, welfare, and recre-
ation activities for the command, installation, 
or other activity that is recognized for the 
award. Amounts so credited may be expended 
only for such activities. 

(c) INCIDENTAL EXPENSES.—Subject to such 
limitations as may be provided in appropriation 
Acts, appropriations available to the Depart-
ment of Defense may be used to pay incidental 
expenses incurred by the Department to partici-
pate in a competition described in subsection (a) 
or to accept a monetary award under this sec-
tion. 

(d) REGULATIONS AND REPORTING.—(1) The Sec-
retary shall prescribe regulations to determine 
the disposition of monetary awards accepted 
under this section and the payment of incidental 
expenses under subsection (c). 

(2) At the end of each year, the Secretary shall 
submit to Congress a report for that year de-

scribing the disposition of monetary awards ac-
cepted under this section and the payment of in-
cidental expenses under subsection (c). 

(e) TERMINATION.—The authority of the Sec-
retary under this section shall expire on Feb-
ruary 10, 1998. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title III, § 377(a), 
Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 283; amended Pub. L. 
104–201, div. A, title X, § 1074(a)(16), Sept. 23, 1996, 
110 Stat. 2659.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 104–201 substituted ‘‘on Feb-
ruary 10, 1998’’ for ‘‘two years after the date of the en-
actment of the National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 1996’’. 

§ 2611. Regional centers for security studies: ac-
ceptance of gifts and donations 

(a) AUTHORITY TO ACCEPT GIFTS AND DONA-
TIONS.—(1) Subject to subsection (c), the Sec-
retary of Defense may, on behalf of any Depart-
ment of Defense regional center for security 
studies, any combination of such centers, or 
such centers generally, accept from any source 
specified in subsection (b) any gift or donation 
for purposes of defraying the costs or enhancing 
the operation of such a center, combination of 
centers, or centers generally, as the case may 
be. 

(2) For purposes of this section, the Depart-
ment of Defense regional centers for security 
studies are the following: 

(A) The George C. Marshall European Center 
for Security Studies. 

(B) The Asia-Pacific Center for Security 
Studies. 

(C) The Center for Hemispheric Defense 
Studies. 

(D) The Africa Center for Strategic Studies. 
(E) The Near East South Asia Center for 

Strategic Studies. 

(b) SOURCES.—The sources from which gifts 
and donations may be accepted under subsection 
(a) are the following: 

(1) The government of a State or a political 
subdivision of a State. 

(2) The government of a foreign country. 
(3) A foundation or other charitable organi-

zation, including a foundation or charitable 
organization this is organized or operates 
under the laws of a foreign country. 

(4) Any source in the private sector of the 
United States or a foreign country. 

(c) LIMITATION.—The Secretary may not ac-
cept a gift or donation under subsection (a) if 
acceptance of the gift or donation would com-
promise or appear to compromise— 

(1) the ability of the Department of Defense, 
any employee of the Department, or any mem-
ber of the armed forces to carry out the re-
sponsibility or duty of the Department in a 
fair and objective manner; or 

(2) the integrity of any program of the De-
partment, or of any person involved in such a 
program. 

(d) CRITERIA FOR ACCEPTANCE.—The Secretary 
shall prescribe written guidance setting forth 
the criteria to be used in determining whether 
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the acceptance of a gift or donation would have 
a result described in subsection (c). 

(e) CREDITING OF FUNDS.—Funds accepted by 
the Secretary under section (a) shall be credited 
to appropriations available to the Department 
of Defense for the regional center, combination 
of centers, or centers generally for which ac-
cepted. Funds so credited shall be merged with 
the appropriations to which credited and shall 
be available for the regional center, combina-
tion of centers, or centers generally, as the case 
may be, for the same purposes as the appropria-
tions with which merged. Any funds accepted 
under this section shall remain available until 
expended. 

(f) GIFT OR DONATION DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘gift or donation’’ means any gift 
or donation of funds, materials (including re-
search materials), real or personal property, or 
services (including lecture services and faculty 
services). 

(Added Pub. L. 106–65, div. A, title IX, § 915(a), 
Oct. 5, 1999, 113 Stat. 721; amended Pub. L. 
107–314, div. A, title X, § 1041(a)(17), Dec. 2, 2002, 
116 Stat. 2645; Pub. L. 108–136, div. A, title IX, 
§ 931(a), (b)(1), (c), Nov. 24, 2003, 117 Stat. 1580, 
1581; Pub. L. 108–375, div. A, title X, § 1084(f)(2), 
Oct. 28, 2004, 118 Stat. 2064; Pub. L. 109–163, div. 
A, title IX, § 903(a)(1), Jan. 6, 2006, 119 Stat. 3397.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Pub. L. 109–163 amended section catchline and 
text generally. Prior to amendment, text consisted of 
subsecs. (a) to (f) relating to acceptance of gifts and do-
nations for the Asia-Pacific Center for Security Stud-
ies. 

2004—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 108–375 amended directory 
language of Pub. L. 108–136, § 931(a)(1). See 2003 Amend-
ment note below. 

2003—Pub. L. 108–136, § 931(c), struck out ‘‘foreign’’ be-
fore ‘‘gifts’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 108–136, § 931(b)(1)(A), struck out 
‘‘Foreign’’ before ‘‘Gifts’’ in heading. 

Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 108–136, § 931(a)(1), as amended 
by Pub. L. 108–375, substituted ‘‘gifts and donations 
from sources described in paragraph (2)’’ for ‘‘foreign 
gifts or donations’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2), (3). Pub. L. 108–136, § 931(a)(2), (3), added 
par. (2) and redesignated former par. (2) as (3). 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 108–136, § 931(b)(1)(B), struck out 
‘‘foreign’’ before ‘‘gift’’. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 108–136, § 931(b)(1)(A), (C), in head-
ing, struck out ‘‘Foreign’’ before ‘‘Gift’’ and in text, 
struck out ‘‘foreign’’ after ‘‘section, a’’ and ‘‘from a for-
eign government, a foundation or other charitable or-
ganization in a foreign country, or an individual in a 
foreign country’’ before period at end. 

2002—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 107–314 struck out heading 
and text of subsec. (e). Text read as follows: ‘‘If the 
total amount of funds accepted under subsection (a) in 
any fiscal year exceeds $2,000,000, the Secretary shall 
notify Congress of the amount of those donations for 
that fiscal year. Any such notice shall list each of the 
contributors of such amounts and the amount of each 
contribution in that fiscal year.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2004 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 108–375, div. A, title X, § 1084(f), Oct. 28, 2004, 
118 Stat. 2064, provided that the amendment made by 
section 1084(f)(2) is effective as of Nov. 24, 2003, and as 
if included in Pub. L. 108–136 as enacted. 

§ 2612. National Defense University: acceptance 
of gifts 

(a) The Secretary of Defense may accept, hold, 
administer, and spend any gift, including a gift 

from an international organization and a foreign 
gift or donation (as defined in section 2166(f)(4) 
of this title), that is made on the condition that 
it be used in connection with the operation or 
administration of the National Defense Univer-
sity. The Secretary may pay all necessary ex-
penses in connection with the acceptance of a 
gift under this subsection. 

(b) There is established in the Treasury a fund 
to be known as the ‘‘National Defense Univer-
sity Gift Fund’’. Gifts of money, and the pro-
ceeds of the sale of property, received under sub-
section (a) shall be deposited in the fund. The 
Secretary may disburse funds deposited under 
this subsection for the benefit or use of the Na-
tional Defense University. 

(c) Subsection (c) of section 2601 of this title 
applies to property that is accepted under sub-
section (a) in the same manner that such sub-
section applies to property that is accepted 
under subsection (a) of that section. 

(d)(1) Upon request of the Secretary of De-
fense, the Secretary of the Treasury may— 

(A) retain money, securities, and the pro-
ceeds of the sale of securities, in the National 
Defense University Gift Fund; and 

(B) invest money and reinvest the proceeds 
of the sale of securities in that fund in securi-
ties of the United States or in securities guar-
anteed as to principal and interest by the 
United States. 

(2) The interest and profits accruing from 
those securities shall be deposited to the credit 
of the fund and may be disbursed as provided in 
subsection (b). 

(e) In this section: 
(1) the term ‘‘gift’’ includes a devise of real 

property or a bequest of personal property and 
any gift of an interest in real property. 

(2) The term ‘‘National Defense University’’ 
includes any school or other component of the 
National Defense University specified under 
section 2165(b) of this title. 

(f) The Secretary of Defense shall prescribe 
regulations to carry out this section. 

(Added Pub. L. 107–314, div. A, title IX, § 931(a), 
Dec. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 2624; amended Pub. L. 
108–136, div. A, title IX, § 931(d), Nov. 24, 2003, 117 
Stat. 1581.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2003—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 108–136 substituted 
‘‘2166(f)(4)’’ for ‘‘2611(f)’’. 

§ 2613. Acceptance of frequent traveler miles, 
credits, and tickets; use to facilitate rest and 
recuperation travel of deployed members 
and their families 

(a) AUTHORITY TO ACCEPT DONATION OF TRAVEL 
BENEFITS.—Subject to subsection (c), the Sec-
retary of Defense may accept from any person or 
government agency the donation of travel bene-
fits for the purposes of use under subsection (d). 

(b) TRAVEL BENEFIT DEFINED.—In this section, 
the term ‘‘travel benefit’’ means frequent trav-
eler miles, credits for tickets, or tickets for air 
or surface transportation issued by an air car-
rier or a surface carrier, respectively, that 
serves the public. 

(c) CONDITION ON AUTHORITY TO ACCEPT DONA-
TION.—The Secretary may accept a donation of a 
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travel benefit under this section only if the air 
or surface carrier that is the source of the bene-
fit consents to such donation. Any such dona-
tion shall be under such terms and conditions as 
the surface carrier may specify, and the travel 
benefit so donated may be used only in accord-
ance with the rules established by the carrier. 

(d) USE OF DONATED TRAVEL BENEFITS.—A 
travel benefit accepted under this section may 
be used only for the purpose of— 

(1) facilitating the travel of a member of the 
armed forces who— 

(A) is deployed on active duty outside the 
United States away from the permanent 
duty station of the member in support of a 
contingency operation; and 

(B) is granted, during such deployment, 
rest and recuperative leave, emergency 
leave, convalescent leave, or another form of 
leave authorized for the member; or 

(2) in the case of a member of the armed 
forces recuperating from an injury or illness 
incurred or aggravated in the line of duty dur-
ing such a deployment, facilitating the travel 
of family members of the member in order to 
be reunited with the member. 

(e) ADMINISTRATION.—(1) The Secretary shall 
designate a single office in the Department of 
Defense to carry out this section. That office 
shall develop rules and procedures to facilitate 
the acceptance and distribution of travel bene-
fits under this section. 

(2) For the use of travel benefits under sub-
section (d)(2) by family members of a member of 
the armed forces, the Secretary may, as the Sec-
retary determines appropriate, limit— 

(A) eligibility to family members who, by 
reason of affinity, degree of consanguinity, or 
otherwise, are sufficiently close in relation-
ship to the member of the armed forces to jus-
tify the travel assistance; 

(B) the number of family members who may 
travel; and 

(C) the number of trips that family members 
may take. 

(3) The Secretary of Defense may, in an excep-
tional case, authorize a person not described in 
subsection (d)(2) to use a travel benefit accepted 
under this subsection to visit a member of the 
armed forces described in subsection (d)(1) if 
that person has a notably close relationship 
with the member. The travel benefit may be 
used by such person only in accordance with 
such conditions and restrictions as the Sec-
retary determines appropriate and the rules es-
tablished by the air carrier or surface carrier 
that is the source of the travel benefit. 

(f) SERVICES OF NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION.— 
The Secretary of Defense may enter into an 
agreement with a nonprofit organization to use 
the services of the organization— 

(1) to promote the donation of travel bene-
fits under this section, except that amounts 
appropriated to the Department of Defense 
may not be expended for this purpose; and 

(2) to assist in administering the collection, 
distribution, and use of travel benefits under 
this section. 

(g) FAMILY MEMBER DEFINED.—In this section, 
the term ‘‘family member’’ has the meaning 
given that term in section 411h(b)(1) of title 37. 

(Added Pub. L. 108–375, div. A, title V, § 585(a)(1), 
Oct. 28, 2004, 118 Stat. 1930; amended Pub. L. 
109–364, div. A, title X, § 1071(a)(20), Oct. 17, 2006, 
120 Stat. 2399.) 

CODIFICATION 

Another section 2613 was renumbered section 2614 of 
this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 109–364 substituted ‘‘In this’’ 
for ‘‘In the’’. 

§ 2614. Emergency communications equipment: 
acceptance from local public safety agencies 
for temporary use related to disasters 

(a) AUTHORITY TO ACCEPT EQUIPMENT.—(1) Sub-
ject to subsection (c), the Secretary concerned— 

(1) may accept communications equipment 
for use in coordinating joint response and re-
covery operations with public safety agencies 
in the event of a disaster; and 

(2) may accept services related to the oper-
ation and maintenance of such equipment. 

(b) REGULATIONS.—The authority under sub-
section (a) shall be exercised under regulations 
prescribed by the Secretary of Defense. 

(c) LIMITATIONS.—(1) Equipment may be ac-
cepted under subsection (a)(1) only to the extent 
that communications equipment under the con-
trol of the Secretary concerned at the potential 
disaster response site is inadequate to meet 
military requirements for communicating with 
public safety agencies during the period of re-
sponse to the disaster. 

(2) Services may be accepted under subsection 
(a)(2) related to the operation and maintenance 
of communications equipment only to the ex-
tent that the necessary capabilities are not 
available to the military commander having 
custody of the equipment. 

(d) LIABILITY.—A person providing services ac-
cepted under this section may not be considered, 
by reason of the provision of such services, to be 
an officer, employee, or agent of the United 
States for any purpose. 

(Added Pub. L. 108–375, div. A, title X, § 1051(a), 
Oct. 28, 2004, 118 Stat. 2053, § 2613; renumbered 
§ 2614 and amended Pub. L. 109–364, div. A, title 
X, § 1071(a)(19)(A), Oct. 17, 2006, 120 Stat. 2399.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Pub. L. 109–364 renumbered section 2613 of this 
title as this section and redesignated the second subsec. 
(c) as (d). 

CHAPTER 157—TRANSPORTATION 

Sec. 

2631. Supplies: preference to United States vessels. 
2631a. Contingency planning: sealift and related 

intermodal transportation requirements. 
2632. Transportation to and from certain places of 

employment and on military installations. 
2633. Stevedoring and terminal services: vessels 

carrying cargo or passengers sponsored by 
military department. 

2634. Motor vehicles: transportation or storage for 
members on change of permanent station or 
extended deployment. 

2635. Medical emergency helicopter transportation 
assistance and limitation of individual li-
ability. 
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